
Wet Catheter = a hydrophilic  
catheter that comes with water/activation 
fluid included in the primary packaging 
(like a water sachet) and requires  
activation and 30 seconds waiting time 
before use

Ready-to-Use Catheter =  
a hydrophilic catheter that either comes 
with water/activation fluid included in  
the primary packaging and can be used 
instantly without any activation and/or 
waiting time

Dry Catheter = a hydrophilic  
catheter where you need to add water 
from an external source in order to  
activate the coating and requires  
30 seconds waiting time before use
 

Willingness-to-Pay for Intermittent  
Urinary Catheters
Introduction: In the case with intermittent  urinary catheters, differences  
in patient satisfaction and convenience aspects between different types  
of catheters are difficult to evaluate with conventional methods (cost/QALY).  
Instead these value attributes can be investigated using a willingness-to-pay 
approach. 
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Users’ Preferences
Result (1): 385 (50%) individuals returned the questionnaire, of which 279 
(72%) were certain or very certain regarding their answers and included in 
the analysis

The mean monthly willingness-to-pay associated with switching from a dry 
to a wet catheter was €100, while it was €136 for switching from a dry to a 
ready-to-use catheter. 

Intermittent Catheterization
Intermittent catheterization is a medical technique used in conditions 
where patients  cannot empty their urinary bladder spontaneously.  
In contrast to  use indwelling catheters,  intermittent catheterization 
means that the patients  use the catheters only at the time for voiding. 
Intermittent catheterization is considered the ‘gold-standard’ for  
medical bladder emptying. Intermittent catheterization can be done  
by the patient or a caregiver in  the home environment. 

Electronic Survey 
Method (1): A questionnaire describing the features of a dry, a wet and a 
ready-to-use catheter was  sent by e-mail  to 769 individuals using intermittent 
catheterization on a daily basis from Germany, Italy, Sweden, the UK and 
the USA through a database held by Wellspect HealthCare. 

The individuals were asked to imagine a situation in which they were using a 
dry catheter but now received €200 monthly to spend on either health care 
or health promoting activities.

Thereafter, they were asked to choose one out of five explicit amounts of 
these €200 that they would be ready to spend in order to change to a wet 
catheter, or to a ready-to-use catheter. 

Bootstrapped Results
Result (2): The bootstrapped monthly net monetary benefit associated with 
switching from dry to wet catheters was €39 (CI95% €31-€47). 

The corresponding benefit for switching from dry to ready-to-use catheters 
was €52 (CI95% €43-€62)

Net Monetary Benefit
Method (2): The net monetary benefits associated with these changes in use 
of catheters were calculated by subtracting the monthly additional costs of 
wet and ready-to-use catheters (compared to dry catheters), respectively, 
from the stated monthly willingness-to-pay for getting the catheters using 
non-parametric bootstrapping. 

New Catheters and Cost Effectiveness
Conclusion: The net monetary benefit for both the wet and the ready-to-use 
catheter when compared to a dry catheter was positive, which suggests that 
both catheter types are cost-effective compared to a dry catheter. 

Types of Intermittent Catheters
This WTP study compared  catheters with  
different features and with different costs.  
There is a continuous development of features 
which, among other things, aim  to facilitate  
the use of catheters. In this  study  the following 
features were included:

• Hanging function
• Foldability
• Sterile water included
• Design
• Ready–to-use
• Insertion aid
• Re-sealable packaging
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